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During February 
SAVE 15%

on any pet 
dental cleaning
Including pre-anesthetic 

blood screening & gas anesthetic

Aurora
 Veterinary       
       Clinic

Call 402-694-2134 
for an appointment 

 East Hwy 34

 “If I had thumbs I’d brush ‘em myself!”

*Eliminate 

harmful 

bacteria

SNOW DAZE
S A L E

SALESTHROUGHOUTTHE MALL!
PRIZES

SATURDAY, JAN. 27
Noon-2 p.m.: BOUNCE HOUSE

from Central NE Inflatables

1-3 p.m.: HITS 106 - LIVE ON LOCATION
Tune in for a chance to win great prizes!

& SUNDAY, JAN. 28
OPEN MON-SAT 10 AM-9 PM

SUNDAY NOON-6 PM

3404 W. 13th Street, Grand Island
shopconestogamall.com

by Travis Blase 

While it isn’t uncommon 
to see Aurora High School 
graduates pursuing their goals 
across the country, it’s not 
every day that those ventures 
come full circle and have 
a direct effect on Hamilton 
County. 

Jeff Chambers is one of 
those individuals, bringing 
his 35 years 
of athletic 
training to 
a project 
that could 
potentially 
help protect 
athletes 
from his 
hometown 
for years to 
come.

Cham-
bers’s 
history in 
Aurora be-
gan when he 
was in the fifth grade -- after 
moving to town from nearby 
Polk, where his father was an 
assistant football coach and 
teacher. In his new setting, 
Chambers’ father taught Eng-
lish, P.E. and driver’s educa-
tion, but also continued his 
time as a coach.

Chambers graduated from 
Aurora in 1977 and went on 
to Kearney State College 
before transferring to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
where he graduated in 1983 
with a bachelor of science in 
secondary education, teach-
ing physical education and 
biology. Shortly after that, 
Chambers got his athletic 
training certification and 
began the journey down his 
desired career path.

While Chambers and his 
father had similar interests 
when it came to teaching, it 
was coaching that he never 
felt a strong connection to. 
Even though coaching wasn’t 
on his list of career paths, 
Chambers still had a great 
passion for sports and taking 

care of athletes. This led him 
toward athletic training, a 
field he has been in for more 
than 35 years.

“I wanted to be involved 
with athletics, but I had no 
desire to be a coach,” Cham-
bers explained. “I wanted to 

be in a profession 
with athletes and 
help them, and 
not just do health 
care with them 
but to be a posi-
tive part of their 
life.”

Chambers was 
able to do just 
that and began 
a life of being 
involved with 
college athletics.

“For a major-
ity of those 35 
years, I dealt with 
numerous injuries 

on the football field,” Cham-
bers said. “The severest of 
those injuries included con-
cussions and neck injuries.”

Of all of the injuries he’s 
seen over the years, Cham-
bers listed burner/stingers 
as a significantly common 
one. The routine injury can 
be referred to by either of its 
names and is described as 
an over-extension or com-
pression of the nerves in the 
neck muscles, which causes 
a burning sensation down the 
arm. Many athletes say the 
feeling is similar to when the 
arm has fallen asleep and can 
feel like pins and needles. 
The injury can also result in 
weakness in the shoulder and 
arm.

“I’ve seen a lot of burner/
stingers -- they occur in foot-
ball more than people real-
ize -- and it’s something that 
doesn’t usually get reported,” 
Chambers elaborated. “Dur-
ing my job at the University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh there 
was a player who had chronic 

Aurora graduate revolutionizing safety on the football field

burner/stingers. Every time 
he got hit on the helmet it 
would force his head in a 
motion to his left and his left 
arm would go completely 
numb from the neck down. 
This would cause extreme 
shooting pain down his left 
upper extremity. 

“This occurred numerous 
times during his career and 
progressively his recovery 
time from injuries would 
become longer,” Chambers 
continued. “In fact, in his ju-
nior year, he could not attend 
practice for multiple weeks 
and had to miss his final 
game.”

For Chambers, it was 
more than just a concern, it 
was a chance to put a plan 
into action and figure out 
how he could protect these 
young players. Chambers 
began looking into a way to 
strengthen his players’ necks 
and allow improved flexibil-
ity. He began by looking at 
using a traditional collar, but 
in no time he saw flaws with 
its design.

“Basically, I tried all of 
the collars on the market, 
and when I set them up to 
allow someone to get in 
their stance or use the full 
range of motion, the collars 
weren’t protecting them,” 
he explained. “The biggest 
difference is other collars 
were designed for the burner/
stinger and many of them 
were designed to block the 
motion. Our passion was 
ignited to get this going when 
we saw the industry wasn’t 
innovating quick enough. Our 
design is to help players play 
the game without sustaining 
these injuries.”

The Kato Collar
It was at this point that 

Chambers knew there was a 
need for an updated safety 
device that would allow 

n Collar designed 
after witnessing lack 
of options for players

‘It would be very re-
warding to me to see, 
at our age, some of 
those kids (in Aurora) 
wearing it, and to see it 
affect the lives of those 
friends I created in high 
school.’

Jeff Chambers,
Guardian Athletics

Courtesy photo
Jeff Chambers is the creator of the innovative new safety collar for football players known as 

the Kato Collar. He is pictured here with wife Kathy.

Courtesy photo
The Kato Collar allows players a full range of motion --unlike 

other collars on the market -- while still reducing head and neck 
injuries.

players full range of motion, 
but included a way to reduce 
head and neck injuries.

“We spent a lot of time to 
make sure this neck collar 
does what we want it to do,” 
Chamber explained. “We are 
slowing down the head and 
preventing the brain from 
reaching the extreme. We’ve 
shown, through biomechani-
cal testing, that we’re slowing 
down the head by 30 percent. 
Our collar allows the full 
range of motions and doesn’t 
impede your ability to play.”

From there, the Kato Col-
lar, named after their home of 
Mankato, Minn., was born, 
and Guardian Athletics began 
its most recent journey into 
the athletic world. Yet, Cham-
bers and his team know that 
the device itself isn’t the only 
part of the solution, adding 
that that proper blocking and 
tackling skills are needed to 
ensure the highest degree of 
safety on the field.

“There is a lack of pro-
tective gear in football tied 

(See CHAMBERS, A7)
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to head and neck injuries,” 
Chambers stated. “There is a 
fear of head and neck injuries 
and that prevents kids from 
wanting to get involved and 
play a sport they love. When 
you see what’s going on in 
football practices we’ve al-
most gone to the point where 
we have reduced the hitting 
in practice. At the same time, 
when they go to a game are 
there more injuries occurring 
if they haven’t hit in practice?

“Tackling technique and 
blocking technique will help 
prevent those concussions, 
but there is no one thing that 
is going to prevent a concus-
sion,” Chambers continued. 
“We believe that everything 
together is what’s going to 
help prevent these things that 
are happening to the brain. 
Players will not only be able 
to play the sport they love, 
but to be able to do so with 
less injuries.”

Right now Chambers and 
his Guardian Athletics crew 
are beginning the pre-order 
process -- leading up to the 
full release date in March. 
The company is initially 
focused on college level ath-
letics as this has been Cham-

CHAMBERS
(Continued from A6)

bers’ expertise for so long. 
While there is talk with the 
NFL for the future, Chambers 
also hopes to see his product 
land on high school fields and 
eventually in his hometown.

“Some of those guys I 
played football with still 
reside in Aurora,” he said. “It 
would be very rewarding to 
me to see, at our age, some 
of those kids wearing it and 
to see it affect the lives of 
those friends I created in high 
school.”

Even though there will 
always be safety concerns in 
the sport of football, Cham-
bers knows his team is push-
ing in the right direction.

“We have a great passion 
for football,” Chambers said. 
“Our team invented the Kato 
collar to be part of the solu-
tion. We know we are not the 
only solution, and we believe 
strongly with the things that 
are being done in football -- 
the proper blocking and tack-
ling techniques and reducing 
the amount of injuries.”

The extra science behind 
the device and the research 
done by the team, as well as 
the option to pre-order the 
Kato collar, can be found on 
their website guardianathlet-
ics.com.

The Nebraska Legislature 
convened on Jan. 3 with 48 re-
turning Senators and one new 
member. Theresa Thibodeau 
was appointed by Gov. Pete 
Ricketts to replace Sen. Joni 
Craighead who resigned in 
September. Sen. Thibodeau 
will represent Omaha’s 6th 
District.  

I am 
happy to 
report we 
are off to a 
good start. 
Unlike last 
year when 
the body 
was bogged 
down for 
weeks trying 
to iron out 
rules and 
procedural 
differences, we were quickly 
able to dispense with admin-
istrative matters and begin 
debating bills left over from 
last year. 

Approximately 468 new 
bills were introduced this year. 
Legislative rules require that 
new bills must be introduced 
during the first 10 legislative 
days of a session. This year the 
last day for bill introduction 
was Jan. 18. 

As is customary, the gover-
nor delivered the annual State 
of the State address in the 
legislative chamber on Jan. 10.  
Gov. Ricketts reported that the 
state continues to face finan-
cial challenges. He will be 
asking for additional agency-
wide budget cuts on top of the 
significant cuts the Legislature 
adopted last year. 

In his remarks the governor 
identified three goals moving 
forward: streamlining govern-
ment, encouraging economic 
development, and providing 
tax relief.  

According to the governor, 
greater economic development 
and tax relief go hand in hand. 
In order to increase economic 
development, major changes 
are needed in the state’s tax 
policy. 

The tax reform plan put for-
ward by Gov. Ricketts would 
lower the income tax rate for 
both corporations and individ-
uals. In addition, the proposal 
would change the existing 
property tax credit by making 
it into a refundable credit on 
state taxes.  

I have been working closely 
with the governor and others 
on finding ways to reduce the 
tax burden on Nebraskans. I 

remain committed to the posi-
tion that reducing property 
taxes must be a central compo-
nent in any tax relief package 
we adopt.  

I introduced a total of 13 
bills this session which I will 
be talking about in more depth 
in future columns.  

Several of my bills focus 
on updating and expanding 
telecommunications capacity 
in the state. Finding ways to 
provide more and better broad-
band connectivity in rural 
areas remains important to me.

My main priority continues 
to be finding ways to more 
equitably fund public schools 
without compromising edu-
cational quality. I introduced 
several bills to use the revenue 
generated by the keno indus-
try and real estate sales and 
transfers to provide additional 
funding for schools, offsetting 
the burden of property taxes. 

A bill I am especially 
excited about is one that will 
guarantee a minimum amount 
of state aid to every school 
district, not just those equal-
ized through the TEEOSA 
formula. A lot of interest has 
been generated by the bill and 
I am optimistic that we have a 
chance to move this forward.  

LB 98, which I introduced 
last session, was carried over 
to this year and may come up 
again for debate. The bill ex-
tends the maximum three cent 
levy authority for fully or over 
appropriated NRD’s from FY 
2017-18 to FY 2025-26. 

Legislative committee hear-
ings began on Jan. 16. I serve 
as Chairperson of the Trans-
portation & Telecommunica-
tions Committee which meets 
on M-T afternoons and as Vice 
Chairperson of the Revenue 
Committee which meets W-F 
afternoons.  Full-day floor 
debate is scheduled to start on 
Feb. 28.  

Being an even numbered 
year, this will be a short ses-
sion lasting 60 legislative days. 
The Legislature is tentatively 
set to adjourn on April 18. 

Finally, as always, please 
feel free to contact me and 
my staff about your legisla-
tive concerns or other issues 
you would like to discuss. My 
email address is cfriesen@leg.
ne.gov and our telephone num-
ber is 402-471-2630. If you 
are in Lincoln, you are always 
welcome to stop by the office 
and visit with me. My office is 
in room 1110 in the Nebraska 
State Capitol. 

Unicameral off to strong start in 2018

Senator
Curt Friesen

Town of Hampton quiet Monday as snow storm rolls through
Greetings to all on this 

fourth week of the new 
year, 2018. So much has 
happened already that it 
seems as though it should 
be more than four weeks. It 
is a Monday as I write, and 
our bliz-
zard has 
hit, a little 
late, but 
it’s here. I 
guess we 
are not 
much dif-
ferent than 
the rest of 
the coun-
try, but 
blizzards 
can’t be 
as bad as 
mud slides 
and earth-
quakes. 
And we think it’s cold? 
How about Russia where the 
temps were -88.6 in some 
areas, and even the eye-
lashes were freezing! I can’t 
imaging -88 and surviving. 
Hampton is very quiet today 
-- no one is out and about, 
as we wait out the blowing 
snow. We are thankful for 
the moisture as it seems to 

be very wet. I just finished  
a historical novel set in 
1880 in Custer County, and 
this man spent all winter by 
himself in a dugout. How 
many of us could do that 
and stay sane? He had a cow 
for warmth but it also had to 
be fed.

***
We’ll begin with this 

week’s birthdays Jan. 24 
to the 31, and that includes 
Terrigan Sebek and Beth 
Andrews on Jan. 26, Sylvia 
Durham, Shane Dose, Larry 
Hansen, Judy Roehrs and 
Linda Hoegh on the 27th, 
Steve Troester and LaRue 
Rehrs Jan. 29, Terry Scherff 
on the 30th and Aydenn 
Scherff on the 30th. Den-
nis and Judy Roehrs will 
have an anniversary on the 
28th. We also want to wish 
Jim and Bonnie Nickolaus a 
happy 50th as they observed 
this milestone on Jan. 20. 
Best wishes to all.

***
We offer our condolences 

to Rusty and Dawn Ogden 
on the recent death of his 
mother Joyce, who passed 
away Jan. 16 in Cozad. 
Funeral rites were held on 

Saturday in Grand Island 
with burial in the Scotia 
cemetery. “Sadly missed but 
never forgotten.”

***
Damaris Olsen and yours 

truly spent Friday a.m. in 
Grand Island on business 
and met Gabe Troester for 
lunch at noon.

***
The Ladies Aid of Zion 

Lutheran met on Jan. 11 to 
continue working on quilts 
for O.G.T. They report that 
in the year 2017, with the 
help of Joyce Senff who 
does some at home, the la-
dies completed around 450 
quilts for distribution to the 
less fortunate. Congratula-
tions ladies -- that’s a lot of 
quilts. St. Peters ladies also 
meet and with help from 
ladies at home that provide 
tops, the numbers add up 
with 130 for 2017. Anita 
Wochner of Polk joins the 
ladies and continues to do 
a lot on her own at home. 
They come up with some 
very pretty quilts to help the 
cause, and enjoy the fellow-
ship of the day.

***
A reminder of this Sun-

days open house at the Pub-
lic School Jan. 28 from 2-4 
p.m. Offering the opportu-
nity for the public to see the 
new layout. Other dates for 
a tour are Feb. 4 and Feb. 
11 from 2-4 p.m. A variety 
of activities will be shown 
by the staff and students. 
Refreshments are also on 
the agenda.

***
Interested singers are 

invited to join in the annual 
Hamilton County Easter 
Contata with rehearsals held 
on Sunday afternoons at 2 
p.m. in the United Method-
ist Church in Aurora. You 
may contact Regina Harris 
for more information.

***
Looking ahead at dates 

to remember: Souper Bowl 
Sundae at Zion Luthearn 
Church on Feb. 4 following 
the morning worship and the 
annual Sweetheart Spaghetti 
Dinner on Sunday, Feb. 11, 
also at Zion Lutheran. The 
dinner is sponsored by the 
LLL (Lutheran Laymans 
League) with proceeds to 
help their various mission 
projects.

***

HAMPTON
COMMUNITY

NEWS

Noni Troester
402-725-3348

Constituents of 3rd District 
Congressman Adrian Smith 
(R-NE) are invited to meet with 
a representative of his office 
at mobile offices in Aurora, 
Hastings, Beatrice, and Lexing-
ton during the week of Jan. 29 
through Feb. 1.

At mobile offices, 3rd Dis-
trict residents can meet directly 
with one of Smith’s staff mem-
bers about federal issues and 
take advantage of the services 
available through his office.

Smith, who has offices in 
Grand Island and Scottsbluff, 

will provide his mobile office 
and a staff member at the fol-
lowing times and locations:

*Monday, Jan. 29 -- Alice 
M. Farr Library, 1603 L Street, 
Aurora from 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.

*Tuesday, Jan. 30  -- Hast-
ings Public Library, 314 N. 
Denver Avenue, Hastings from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

*Wednesday, Jan. 31 -- Bea-
trice Chamber of Commerce 
Meeting Room, 218 N. 5th 
Street, Beatrice from 2:30 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.

*Thursday, Feb. 1, Lexing-
ton Chamber of Commerce, 
1501 Plum Creek Parkway #2, 
Lexington from 11:00 to noon.

For additional information, 
please contact Smith’s Grand 
Island office at (308) 384-3900.

n Hours to be held 
at Alice M. Farr 
Library on Jan. 29

Smith’s office to hold mobile 
office hours in Aurora

A reminder from the fire 
department not to drive over 
their hose when they are 
fighting a fire, even if there 
is no water running. If wit-
nessed, they will be reported 
to the sheriff’s office and 
assessed a fine.

***
Not much news this week 

so I’ll cut this short so it can 
get to print, but we need our 
weekly laugh. “A man testi-
fied in court told such evi-
dent untruths that the judge 
intervened. “See here,” he 
admonished. “You must tell 
the truth in this courtroom. 
Do you know what happens 
if you continue to lie like 
this?” “I suppose I’ll go to 
hell,” replied the witness. 
“Yes, of course,” said the 
judge. “But what else will 
happen to you?” The man 
thought a moment, “Isn’t 
that enough?”

***
On this snowy Monday 

as I am shut in, I received a 
call from a fellow octoge-
narian way out in the state 
of Arizona, Donald “Duck” 
Danielsen, who graduated 
one year ahead of me, 1948 
AHS, and attended the 
same church and Sunday 
School at the Swedish Mis-
sion Church now known as 
Evangelical Covenant on 
1st Street. Thanks for the 
visit, “Duck,” and bringing 
back never-to-be-forgotten 
memories. I’m sorry my 
throat was so scratchy as I 
have developed a cold. Don 
wishes to say, “Hi” to all his 
old friends in the area (and 
“young” ones too if they 
remember him.)

***
Have a good week ev-

eryone and keep looking 
up. “Always listen to the 
opinions of others. It prob-
ably won’t do you any good, 
but it will them.”

The Hamilton County 
ambulance stats for the year 
of 2017 totaled 746 calls. The 
breakdown on the 12 months 
included: January 55 calls, 
February 49 calls, March 56 
calls, April 46 calls, May 70 
calls, June 63 calls, July 73 
calls, August 89 calls, Sep-
tember 69 calls, October 57 
calls, November 53 calls and 
December 66 calls.

The calls were broken 
down as follows for the year 
of 2017: 116 motor vehicle 
accidents, 37 falls, 59 trauma, 
14 psychiatric problems, 
61 breathing problems, 60 

cardiac problems, 18 seizures, 
12 diabetic problems, 37 
abdominal problems, two OB/
GYN calls, two cardiac ar-
rests, eight deaths, 184 patient 
only assists, 17 stroke calls, 
12 standby fires and 107 other 
medical calls.

There were 527 911 calls, 
140 transfer calls, seven inter-
cept calls and 72 standby calls.

As far as the location 
of calls, there were 558 in 
Aurora, 45 in Giltner, 51 in 
Hampton, seven in Hordville, 
26 in Marquette, 40 in Phil-
lips, five in Stockham and 14 
out of the county. 

Hamilton County 2017 ambulance stats TRIPLE B
(Continued from A1)

this year,” McDonald said. 
“I think part of the numbers 
being so high was that it was 
such a nice evening.”

Like it does every year, 
the money raised will go to 
certain town staples like the 
baseball program, fire depart-
ment and the annual July 3 
event. Yet, McDonald said a 
portion will go back into the 
facility as there are still a few 
more things the center needs 
to add along the way.

With a cash and gun raffle 
also a part of this year’s 

event, the ticket sales totalled 
more than $10,000, which 
will be a great help to all of 
the groups receiving money.

“We still were able to feed 
more than we thought at the 
end,” he continued. “It went 
really well. Some people 
didn’t mind standing for a 
while when seats weren’t 
available, but it went really 
good.”

McDonald was also 
pleased with the help the 
event had. A few people 
weren’t able to make it, but 
they still saw about 30 work-
ers come in to help with the 
celebration.

A 
STRANGE

THING
HAPPENS

WHEN YOU 
DON’T

ADVERTISE.
NO ONE

SEEMS TO NOTICE 
YOU

ANYMORE.

694-2131
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to head and neck injuries,” 
Chambers stated. “There is a 
fear of head and neck injuries 
and that prevents kids from 
wanting to get involved and 
play a sport they love. When 
you see what’s going on in 
football practices we’ve al-
most gone to the point where 
we have reduced the hitting 
in practice. At the same time, 
when they go to a game are 
there more injuries occurring 
if they haven’t hit in practice?

“Tackling technique and 
blocking technique will help 
prevent those concussions, 
but there is no one thing that 
is going to prevent a concus-
sion,” Chambers continued. 
“We believe that everything 
together is what’s going to 
help prevent these things that 
are happening to the brain. 
Players will not only be able 
to play the sport they love, 
but to be able to do so with 
less injuries.”

Right now Chambers and 
his Guardian Athletics crew 
are beginning the pre-order 
process -- leading up to the 
full release date in March. 
The company is initially 
focused on college level ath-
letics as this has been Cham-

CHAMBERS
(Continued from A6)

bers’ expertise for so long. 
While there is talk with the 
NFL for the future, Chambers 
also hopes to see his product 
land on high school fields and 
eventually in his hometown.

“Some of those guys I 
played football with still 
reside in Aurora,” he said. “It 
would be very rewarding to 
me to see, at our age, some 
of those kids wearing it and 
to see it affect the lives of 
those friends I created in high 
school.”

Even though there will 
always be safety concerns in 
the sport of football, Cham-
bers knows his team is push-
ing in the right direction.

“We have a great passion 
for football,” Chambers said. 
“Our team invented the Kato 
collar to be part of the solu-
tion. We know we are not the 
only solution, and we believe 
strongly with the things that 
are being done in football -- 
the proper blocking and tack-
ling techniques and reducing 
the amount of injuries.”

The extra science behind 
the device and the research 
done by the team, as well as 
the option to pre-order the 
Kato collar, can be found on 
their website guardianathlet-
ics.com.

The Nebraska Legislature 
convened on Jan. 3 with 48 re-
turning Senators and one new 
member. Theresa Thibodeau 
was appointed by Gov. Pete 
Ricketts to replace Sen. Joni 
Craighead who resigned in 
September. Sen. Thibodeau 
will represent Omaha’s 6th 
District.  

I am 
happy to 
report we 
are off to a 
good start. 
Unlike last 
year when 
the body 
was bogged 
down for 
weeks trying 
to iron out 
rules and 
procedural 
differences, we were quickly 
able to dispense with admin-
istrative matters and begin 
debating bills left over from 
last year. 

Approximately 468 new 
bills were introduced this year. 
Legislative rules require that 
new bills must be introduced 
during the first 10 legislative 
days of a session. This year the 
last day for bill introduction 
was Jan. 18. 

As is customary, the gover-
nor delivered the annual State 
of the State address in the 
legislative chamber on Jan. 10.  
Gov. Ricketts reported that the 
state continues to face finan-
cial challenges. He will be 
asking for additional agency-
wide budget cuts on top of the 
significant cuts the Legislature 
adopted last year. 

In his remarks the governor 
identified three goals moving 
forward: streamlining govern-
ment, encouraging economic 
development, and providing 
tax relief.  

According to the governor, 
greater economic development 
and tax relief go hand in hand. 
In order to increase economic 
development, major changes 
are needed in the state’s tax 
policy. 

The tax reform plan put for-
ward by Gov. Ricketts would 
lower the income tax rate for 
both corporations and individ-
uals. In addition, the proposal 
would change the existing 
property tax credit by making 
it into a refundable credit on 
state taxes.  

I have been working closely 
with the governor and others 
on finding ways to reduce the 
tax burden on Nebraskans. I 

remain committed to the posi-
tion that reducing property 
taxes must be a central compo-
nent in any tax relief package 
we adopt.  

I introduced a total of 13 
bills this session which I will 
be talking about in more depth 
in future columns.  

Several of my bills focus 
on updating and expanding 
telecommunications capacity 
in the state. Finding ways to 
provide more and better broad-
band connectivity in rural 
areas remains important to me.

My main priority continues 
to be finding ways to more 
equitably fund public schools 
without compromising edu-
cational quality. I introduced 
several bills to use the revenue 
generated by the keno indus-
try and real estate sales and 
transfers to provide additional 
funding for schools, offsetting 
the burden of property taxes. 

A bill I am especially 
excited about is one that will 
guarantee a minimum amount 
of state aid to every school 
district, not just those equal-
ized through the TEEOSA 
formula. A lot of interest has 
been generated by the bill and 
I am optimistic that we have a 
chance to move this forward.  

LB 98, which I introduced 
last session, was carried over 
to this year and may come up 
again for debate. The bill ex-
tends the maximum three cent 
levy authority for fully or over 
appropriated NRD’s from FY 
2017-18 to FY 2025-26. 

Legislative committee hear-
ings began on Jan. 16. I serve 
as Chairperson of the Trans-
portation & Telecommunica-
tions Committee which meets 
on M-T afternoons and as Vice 
Chairperson of the Revenue 
Committee which meets W-F 
afternoons.  Full-day floor 
debate is scheduled to start on 
Feb. 28.  

Being an even numbered 
year, this will be a short ses-
sion lasting 60 legislative days. 
The Legislature is tentatively 
set to adjourn on April 18. 

Finally, as always, please 
feel free to contact me and 
my staff about your legisla-
tive concerns or other issues 
you would like to discuss. My 
email address is cfriesen@leg.
ne.gov and our telephone num-
ber is 402-471-2630. If you 
are in Lincoln, you are always 
welcome to stop by the office 
and visit with me. My office is 
in room 1110 in the Nebraska 
State Capitol. 

Unicameral off to strong start in 2018

Senator
Curt Friesen

Town of Hampton quiet Monday as snow storm rolls through
Greetings to all on this 

fourth week of the new 
year, 2018. So much has 
happened already that it 
seems as though it should 
be more than four weeks. It 
is a Monday as I write, and 
our bliz-
zard has 
hit, a little 
late, but 
it’s here. I 
guess we 
are not 
much dif-
ferent than 
the rest of 
the coun-
try, but 
blizzards 
can’t be 
as bad as 
mud slides 
and earth-
quakes. 
And we think it’s cold? 
How about Russia where the 
temps were -88.6 in some 
areas, and even the eye-
lashes were freezing! I can’t 
imaging -88 and surviving. 
Hampton is very quiet today 
-- no one is out and about, 
as we wait out the blowing 
snow. We are thankful for 
the moisture as it seems to 

be very wet. I just finished  
a historical novel set in 
1880 in Custer County, and 
this man spent all winter by 
himself in a dugout. How 
many of us could do that 
and stay sane? He had a cow 
for warmth but it also had to 
be fed.

***
We’ll begin with this 

week’s birthdays Jan. 24 
to the 31, and that includes 
Terrigan Sebek and Beth 
Andrews on Jan. 26, Sylvia 
Durham, Shane Dose, Larry 
Hansen, Judy Roehrs and 
Linda Hoegh on the 27th, 
Steve Troester and LaRue 
Rehrs Jan. 29, Terry Scherff 
on the 30th and Aydenn 
Scherff on the 30th. Den-
nis and Judy Roehrs will 
have an anniversary on the 
28th. We also want to wish 
Jim and Bonnie Nickolaus a 
happy 50th as they observed 
this milestone on Jan. 20. 
Best wishes to all.

***
We offer our condolences 

to Rusty and Dawn Ogden 
on the recent death of his 
mother Joyce, who passed 
away Jan. 16 in Cozad. 
Funeral rites were held on 

Saturday in Grand Island 
with burial in the Scotia 
cemetery. “Sadly missed but 
never forgotten.”

***
Damaris Olsen and yours 

truly spent Friday a.m. in 
Grand Island on business 
and met Gabe Troester for 
lunch at noon.

***
The Ladies Aid of Zion 

Lutheran met on Jan. 11 to 
continue working on quilts 
for O.G.T. They report that 
in the year 2017, with the 
help of Joyce Senff who 
does some at home, the la-
dies completed around 450 
quilts for distribution to the 
less fortunate. Congratula-
tions ladies -- that’s a lot of 
quilts. St. Peters ladies also 
meet and with help from 
ladies at home that provide 
tops, the numbers add up 
with 130 for 2017. Anita 
Wochner of Polk joins the 
ladies and continues to do 
a lot on her own at home. 
They come up with some 
very pretty quilts to help the 
cause, and enjoy the fellow-
ship of the day.

***
A reminder of this Sun-

days open house at the Pub-
lic School Jan. 28 from 2-4 
p.m. Offering the opportu-
nity for the public to see the 
new layout. Other dates for 
a tour are Feb. 4 and Feb. 
11 from 2-4 p.m. A variety 
of activities will be shown 
by the staff and students. 
Refreshments are also on 
the agenda.

***
Interested singers are 

invited to join in the annual 
Hamilton County Easter 
Contata with rehearsals held 
on Sunday afternoons at 2 
p.m. in the United Method-
ist Church in Aurora. You 
may contact Regina Harris 
for more information.

***
Looking ahead at dates 

to remember: Souper Bowl 
Sundae at Zion Luthearn 
Church on Feb. 4 following 
the morning worship and the 
annual Sweetheart Spaghetti 
Dinner on Sunday, Feb. 11, 
also at Zion Lutheran. The 
dinner is sponsored by the 
LLL (Lutheran Laymans 
League) with proceeds to 
help their various mission 
projects.

***
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Constituents of 3rd District 
Congressman Adrian Smith 
(R-NE) are invited to meet with 
a representative of his office 
at mobile offices in Aurora, 
Hastings, Beatrice, and Lexing-
ton during the week of Jan. 29 
through Feb. 1.

At mobile offices, 3rd Dis-
trict residents can meet directly 
with one of Smith’s staff mem-
bers about federal issues and 
take advantage of the services 
available through his office.

Smith, who has offices in 
Grand Island and Scottsbluff, 

will provide his mobile office 
and a staff member at the fol-
lowing times and locations:

*Monday, Jan. 29 -- Alice 
M. Farr Library, 1603 L Street, 
Aurora from 10:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.

*Tuesday, Jan. 30  -- Hast-
ings Public Library, 314 N. 
Denver Avenue, Hastings from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

*Wednesday, Jan. 31 -- Bea-
trice Chamber of Commerce 
Meeting Room, 218 N. 5th 
Street, Beatrice from 2:30 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.

*Thursday, Feb. 1, Lexing-
ton Chamber of Commerce, 
1501 Plum Creek Parkway #2, 
Lexington from 11:00 to noon.

For additional information, 
please contact Smith’s Grand 
Island office at (308) 384-3900.

n Hours to be held 
at Alice M. Farr 
Library on Jan. 29

Smith’s office to hold mobile 
office hours in Aurora

A reminder from the fire 
department not to drive over 
their hose when they are 
fighting a fire, even if there 
is no water running. If wit-
nessed, they will be reported 
to the sheriff’s office and 
assessed a fine.

***
Not much news this week 

so I’ll cut this short so it can 
get to print, but we need our 
weekly laugh. “A man testi-
fied in court told such evi-
dent untruths that the judge 
intervened. “See here,” he 
admonished. “You must tell 
the truth in this courtroom. 
Do you know what happens 
if you continue to lie like 
this?” “I suppose I’ll go to 
hell,” replied the witness. 
“Yes, of course,” said the 
judge. “But what else will 
happen to you?” The man 
thought a moment, “Isn’t 
that enough?”

***
On this snowy Monday 

as I am shut in, I received a 
call from a fellow octoge-
narian way out in the state 
of Arizona, Donald “Duck” 
Danielsen, who graduated 
one year ahead of me, 1948 
AHS, and attended the 
same church and Sunday 
School at the Swedish Mis-
sion Church now known as 
Evangelical Covenant on 
1st Street. Thanks for the 
visit, “Duck,” and bringing 
back never-to-be-forgotten 
memories. I’m sorry my 
throat was so scratchy as I 
have developed a cold. Don 
wishes to say, “Hi” to all his 
old friends in the area (and 
“young” ones too if they 
remember him.)

***
Have a good week ev-

eryone and keep looking 
up. “Always listen to the 
opinions of others. It prob-
ably won’t do you any good, 
but it will them.”

The Hamilton County 
ambulance stats for the year 
of 2017 totaled 746 calls. The 
breakdown on the 12 months 
included: January 55 calls, 
February 49 calls, March 56 
calls, April 46 calls, May 70 
calls, June 63 calls, July 73 
calls, August 89 calls, Sep-
tember 69 calls, October 57 
calls, November 53 calls and 
December 66 calls.

The calls were broken 
down as follows for the year 
of 2017: 116 motor vehicle 
accidents, 37 falls, 59 trauma, 
14 psychiatric problems, 
61 breathing problems, 60 

cardiac problems, 18 seizures, 
12 diabetic problems, 37 
abdominal problems, two OB/
GYN calls, two cardiac ar-
rests, eight deaths, 184 patient 
only assists, 17 stroke calls, 
12 standby fires and 107 other 
medical calls.

There were 527 911 calls, 
140 transfer calls, seven inter-
cept calls and 72 standby calls.

As far as the location 
of calls, there were 558 in 
Aurora, 45 in Giltner, 51 in 
Hampton, seven in Hordville, 
26 in Marquette, 40 in Phil-
lips, five in Stockham and 14 
out of the county. 

Hamilton County 2017 ambulance stats TRIPLE B
(Continued from A1)

this year,” McDonald said. 
“I think part of the numbers 
being so high was that it was 
such a nice evening.”

Like it does every year, 
the money raised will go to 
certain town staples like the 
baseball program, fire depart-
ment and the annual July 3 
event. Yet, McDonald said a 
portion will go back into the 
facility as there are still a few 
more things the center needs 
to add along the way.

With a cash and gun raffle 
also a part of this year’s 

event, the ticket sales totalled 
more than $10,000, which 
will be a great help to all of 
the groups receiving money.

“We still were able to feed 
more than we thought at the 
end,” he continued. “It went 
really well. Some people 
didn’t mind standing for a 
while when seats weren’t 
available, but it went really 
good.”

McDonald was also 
pleased with the help the 
event had. A few people 
weren’t able to make it, but 
they still saw about 30 work-
ers come in to help with the 
celebration.

A 
STRANGE

THING
HAPPENS
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